




72 stakeholder representatives were mobilized at a national meeting in Malawi 

53 stakeholder representatives were brought together in Costa Rica, including 

   farmers’ organizations and the National Seed Office. Half of the participants 

   in the GFAR/UNDP/FAO supported meeting were women. 

30 National Coordinators of UNDP Small Grants Programmes from all 

   over the world assembled in Costa Rica for a workshop introducing GFAR’s 

   work on farmers’ rights as a key and strategic area of work to complement 

   GEF/UNDP projects. This led to conversations with the GEF/UNDP 

   National Coordinators in Peru, Costa Rica and Indonesia regarding GFAR 

   support in the development of capacity building activities on Farmers’ Rights.

In addition:

More than100 people -- including farmer leaders, researchers and decision-

makers assembled in Honduras

25 parliamentarians and 30 technical advisors on farmers’ rights have taken 

part in capacity building activities to enable them to implement farmers‘ rights at 

national level.  

More than 100 students of agronomy and staff members of the Ministry of 

Agriculture of Ecuador participated in farmers’ rights training sessions.

In Guatemala, Costa Rica and Malawi, 

recommendations have been sent to the 

Minister of Agriculture and other policy 

makers as a result of these GFAR-supported 

national meetings:

42 people representing different 

stakeholder groups attended the First 

National Meeting on Farmers’ Rights in 

Guatemala in 2013.



Capacity Building Materials

In 2014 GFAR facilitated the develop-

ment of capacity building material 

on farmers’ rights for farmers and 

farmers’ organizations; researchers; 

students, decision-makers and the 

general public of Guatemala. 

In 2017-2018 ASOCUCH distributed 300 sets of the material to smallholder 

farmers, printed with the financial support of the Development Fund of Norway.

GFAR support resulted in the empowerment of ASOCUCH to now lead capacity 

building activities on farmers’ rights with smallholder farmers and other stakeholders 

in Guatemala. 

313 smallholder farmer leaders (186 men and 127 women) received the 

                  materials and were instructed in their use

546 smallholder farmers (282 men and 264 women) from 11 farmers’ 

                  organizations in 5 localities of Huehuetenango, Guatemala attended 

         capacity building workshops

40 members of the National Committee on Plant Genetic Resources of Guate-

   mala were capacitated.

300,000 smallholder family farmers were reached by radio spots on 

          Farmers’ Rights in Maya languages and Spanish

100 sets of the Capacity Building Material were distributed to national stake-

         holders and decision makers.

Capacity development materials were also developed for Honduras and Costa Rica. 

In Malawi, they were translated into two local languages: Tumbuka and Chichewa. 

GFAR has, upon request, provided comments and suggestions to draft seed laws and 

policies of Guatemala, Honduras and Malawi to ensure a holistic approach of the 

relevant legal and policy frameworks.

 



Policy Influence

In 2015, the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture at its sixth meeting, decided to launch 

and implement a Joint Capacity Building Programme on Farmers’ Rights 

with GFAR and other organizations. Governments of 140 countries around 

the world recognized the key role of GFAR to increase the capacity and 

awareness of various actors on Farmers’ Rights. During the 2017 meeting 

of the Governing Body, countries recognized the positive impact of GFAR’s 

work for the implementation of the International Treaty at national level, 

particularly its provision on Farmers’ Rights.

In 2017-2018 ASOCUCH distributed 300 sets of the material to smallholder 

farmers, printed with the financial support of the Development Fund of Norway.

GFAR support resulted in the empowerment of ASOCUCH to now lead capacity 

building activities on farmers’ rights with smallholder farmers and other stakeholders 

in Guatemala. 

313 smallholder farmer leaders (186 men and 127 women) received the 

                  materials and were instructed in their use

546 smallholder farmers (282 men and 264 women) from 11 farmers’ 

                  organizations in 5 localities of Huehuetenango, Guatemala attended 

         capacity building workshops

40 members of the National Committee on Plant Genetic Resources of Guate-

   mala were capacitated.

300,000 smallholder family farmers were reached by radio spots on 

          Farmers’ Rights in Maya languages and Spanish

100 sets of the Capacity Building Material were distributed to national stake-

         holders and decision makers.

Capacity development materials were also developed for Honduras and Costa Rica. 

In Malawi, they were translated into two local languages: Tumbuka and Chichewa. 

GFAR has, upon request, provided comments and suggestions to draft seed laws and 

policies of Guatemala, Honduras and Malawi to ensure a holistic approach of the 

relevant legal and policy frameworks.
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Farmers’ Rights Videos  

Two videos on Farmers’ Rights and the 

importance of informal seed systems for 

food security and poverty reduction were

developed in 2017 with GFAR Partners: 

“Farmers’ Rights to Seed – Experiences 

from Malawi“ and “Farmers’ Rights to 

Seed – Experiences from Guatemala”.

In Malawi:

100 DVDs have been distributed to young people in villages and training centers 

600 people are reached weekly through 10 District Agriculture 

                  Extension Coordinating Committee (DAECC) WhatsApp groups. 

200 DVDs were distributed to members of Parliament

Over 100 community hubs, community radio stations and other 

 partners received DVDs, and audio tracks are freely downloadable

During the World Food Day 2018, 71 smallholder farmers saw a 

 screening of the video and 1,000 more farmers were 

 reached by Feed the Future
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